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VORISA SCIENTIFIC MEETING NOVEMBER 17 - 18, 2013

Historical Accounts of the AD 1256 Eruption near Al-Madinah

Nabil Nasr El-Masry'. Mohammed Rashad H. Moufti', Kiroly Németh' *, Hugo
Murcia®, Atef Ali Qaddah', and Mohamed Farouk Abdelwahed'

'Geological Hazards Research Unit, King Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; *Volcanic Risk Solutions, Massey
University, New Zealand; “School of Environment, The University of Auckland, New Zealand

Background

Eyewitness accounts mentioned by the historians of the 13"-16™ centuries provide a vivid description of the
1256 AD volcanic eruption. commonly referred to as the Historical Eruption (Camp and Roobol. 1991). which
is located about 20 km to the southeast of Al-Madinah in the northernmost part of Harrat Rahat (Fig. 1). Stories
of thunder-like noises and tremors of earthquakes. the great fire that lit the sky at nights as far as Tayma in the
north {about 365 km away from Al-Madinah) and Mecca in the south (about 340 km away from Al-Madinah), a
rising fire at two newly-formed mountains, a cloud of smoke eclipsing the sun, and streams of molten rock
flowing like lead and carrying away small “mountains™ represent a solid ground for investigating the history of
the eruption and its style.

Most of the narratives agree that the events that led to the 1256 AD (654 H) volcanic eruption near Al-
Madinah started on Monday, June 26, 1256 (Jumada-I1 1, 654 H). However, some discrepancies emerge among
the historians of the 13"-16" centuries regarding what really happened between Monday and the early hours of
Wednesday when a strong earthquake hit Al-Madinah and terrified the population. According to Abu-Shama, a
sound of a distant thunder was heard on Monday and continued for two days until the early hours of Wednesday
when it was followed by three days of earthquakes. Al-Samhudi, in contrast, indicated that minor earthquakes
began on Monday; the tremors, which were unfelt by some, became more frequent and intensified on Tuesday.

Ajlin (Uhaylin) El
-=« Pilgrims Route - Peters (1994) __ """
— Asphalt Road Lo 352

Figure (1) Regional map showing the distribution of the volcanic fields (harrats) across Arabia and the Levant
(a). Map showing the location of the 1256 AD lava field relative to prominent geographic locations and
historical pilgrimage routes.
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